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ecology and environment, inc.

111 WEST JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604, TEL. 312-663-9415

International Specialists in the Environment

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

TO: Alan Altur, U.S. EPA
FROM: Nick Valavanis, FITNV/
DATE: October 7, 1991

SUBJECT: Avenue O and 118th Street Site, Chicago, Illinois
ILD981194087/F05-9104-005/FILO437PA

The Avenue 0 and 118th Street (Avenue 0) site is located at Section
20 of Township 37N, Range 15E, Chicago, Illinois. The Avenue 0 site is
currently owned by Elroy deArmas, vice president of Chas Martin Inspec-
tions and Controls, Inc.

The Avenue 0 site was declared an illegal dumping site by the
I1linois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) when it first inspected
the site on October 1, 1974. The IEPA found scrap metal, wood, con-
crete, and an unknown wvhite powder scattered throughout the site. The
IEPA also noted open, burning fires on-site. At that time, the IEPA
informed the Chicago Police Department to enforce the prohibition of
unlawful dumping. However, it is not known whether the police took any
subsequent action at the site.

Since IEPA inspections in 1974, the Avenue 0 site has been devel-
oped into a residential and commercial area. History of the Avenue 0
site prior to 1974 is unknown.

On June 10, 1991, Ecology and Environment, Inc., Field Investi-
zation Team (FIT) conducted an off-site reconnaissance inspection nf the
Avenue 0 site. FIT observed on-going construction and dirt mounds that
were littered with debris, such as concrete, bricks, and cardboard.

Whether this debris is old or newly deposited is unknown.

recycled paper
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There is no file information or any evidence of dumping of hazard-
ous waste at the Avenue 0 site.

The geology of the site includes a confining clay layer of glacial
till origin about 20 feet thick. The clay layer will inhibit the ver-
tical migration of contaminants; therefore, a release to groundwater is
not anticipated. Even so, groundwater is not used for drinking within a
4-mile radius of the Avenue 0 site.

The nearest surface water bodies are the Calumet River, which is
located 3/4 mile west of the site, and Wolf Lake, which is located 3/4
southeast of the site. There are no known migration routes to these
surface water bodies. Since the site and surrounding area have been
developed into a residential and commercial area, it is unlikely that
contamination could reach surface water.

No odors or a release of hazardous substances to the air have been
directly observed, nor does file information indicate past air problems
attributable to the Avenue 0 site.

Approximately 50 residences are located on-site. In addition, a
fire department, a restaurant, and a shopping mall are on-site. It is
possible that these persons could be affected by surficial contamination

that may exist on-site.
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® ecology and environment, inc.

i 111 WEST JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604, TEL. 312-663-9415

International Specialists in the Environment

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

AVE. O AND 118TH
CHICAGO, IL 60617

The site located at Ave. 0 and 118th is noted as being an illegal
random dumping area. The owners applied for a withdrawal of their
Part A Hazardous Waste Permit Application in 1983. The Illinois
E.P.A. inspected the site in 1974 and found scrap metal, wood,
concrete and an unknown white powder. Also noted were open fires on
site.

After reviewing the site information, I recommended a site inspection

under low priority due to the lack of information about what is
presently at the site.
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